Calcitonin in the treatment of osteoporotic bone pain.
Calcitonin has been observed to have an analgesic effect on painful bone conditions. A case illustrating the antinociceptive effect of calcitonin on bone pain caused by osteoporotic vertebral compression fracture is presented. There is increasing clinical evidence supporting this phenomenon, though few rigorously controlled studies exist. Calcitonin may have an advantage over other analgesics in the treatment of bone pain resulting from an osteoporotic compression fracture, because, in addition to the observed analgesic effect, it is useful in treating the underlying disorder.